REMARKS 

This patent application was filed on October 28, 1999. Applicant has not yet 
received an Office Action for this application. Attached to this Amendment are the 
following: 

1. Substitute sheets 42-62; and 

2. Sheets 42A-64A. 

Attached substitute sheets 42-62 provide revised claims 1-38, newly added claims 
« 

39-84, and the Abstract. Attached sheets 42A-64A indicate the differences between 
substitute sheets 42-64 and originally filed pages 42-52. The differences are indicated as 
follows: deletions are struck-through and additions are double-underlined. 

By this preliminary amendment, applicant has amended claims 1-11, 13-16, 20, 
21, 24-32, and 34-38, and added claims 39-84. Accordingly, claims 1-84 are pending in 
the subject application. Support for the newly added claims may be found in the 
specification at page 6, lines 12-25, page 7, lines 1-23, page 8, lines 1-6, page 11, and 
lines 1-24. No new matter is added by this amendment. 

Applicant respectfully requests entry of this Preliminary Amendment prior to 
examination of the present application. Early and favorable consideration of the present 
application is earnestly requested. 
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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A method of controlling an Internet browser interface displayable by a browser on 
a display of a computer, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing access to a program for controlling the Internet browser 



interface; 



(b) using the controlling program to create a library file that is stored on the 



computer and that defines an interface object; and 

(c) causing the library file^to open when the browser is activated so as to 
establish a link between the computer and a pred etermined Interne t site and provide a 
browser user with access to the defined interface object. 



2. A method as recited by claim 1, further comprising the step of: 



(d) downloading information to the library file from a the predetermined 



Internet site. 



3. A method as recited by claim 1, wherein said step (b) comprises creating a library 
file on the computer including an ActiveX control that defines an interface object. 



4. A method^ as recited by claim 1 , wherein said step (b) comprises creating a library 
file on the computer including a Plug-in that defines an interface object. 



42A 



5. A method of dynamically controlling an Internet browser interface displayable by 
a browser on a display of a computer, a library file being located on a data storage device of the 
computer and defining an interface object, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) causing the library file to open wjien an Int e rn e t usor a jser of tli£ 
computer and browser activates the browser; 



(b) causing the browser to establish a connection to a predetermined Internet 



site; 



(c) receiving by th e computer in the library file, from the predetermined 
Internet site, information for defining all or part of the interface object; and 

(d) displaying the interfac'e object along with the Internet browser interface on 
the computer display while the browser is activated. 



6. A method as recited by claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 

(e) periodically causing the browser to establish a connection to the 
predetermined Internet site; and j 

(f) receiving by tho computer in the library file, from the predetermined 

/ 
/ 

Internet site, additional information for defining all or part of the interface object. 

/ 

/ 

/ 

* 

7. A method as recited by claim 5, wherein said step (e)(d) further comprises: 

/ 

determining 7 if the interface object is displayed along with the Internet browser 

interface when the Internet user is not connected to the predetermined Internet site; and 

j 

if the interface object is not displayed with the Internet browser interface, re- 
displaying the interface object along with the Internet browser interface. 

/ 
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8. A method as recited by claim 5, wherein ^aid step (e)£hi comprises automatically 
causing the browser to establish a connection to a predetermined Internet site. 



9. A method of dynamically controlling an Internet browser interface displayable by 
a browser on a display of a computer, a library fil^ being located on a data storage device of the 
computer and defining an interface object, said method comprising the steps of: 

/ 

(a) causing the library file to open when an Int e rnet user a jiser of the 

/ 

computer and browser activates the browser; 

(b) causing the browser^to establish a connection to a predetermined Internet 
site; / 

i 

» 

(c) receiving by tho computer in the library file, from the predetermined 
Internet site, information for definin g all or part of the interface object; 

* 
* 

(d) displaying the interface object along with the Internet browser interface on 
the computer display while the browser is activated; and 

(e) preventing the library file from closing while the browser is activated. 



10. A method as recited by claim 9, further comprising the steps of: 

(f) periodically causing the browser to establish a connection to the 
predetermined Internet site; and 

(g) receiving by th e comput e r in the library file, from the predetermined 
Internet site, additional information for defining all or part of the interface object. 

i 
t 

I 

t 

I 
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11. A method as recited by claim 9, wherein said step (e) further comprises executing 
a program loop to prevent the library file from closing. 



12. A method as recited by claim 1 IL further comprising the step of terminating the 
program loop when the browser is no longer activated. 



13. A method as recited by claim 9, wherein said step te¥b1 comprises automatically 
causing the browser to establish a connection to a predetermined Internet site. 



14. A method of dynamically controlling an Internet browser interface displayable i& 
an initial browser window by a browser on a display of a computer, a library file being located 
on a data storage device of the computer and defining an interface object, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) causing th^ttbrafy file to open when an Internet user a user of the 
computer and browser activates the browser; 



(b) causing the browser to establish a connection to a predetermined Internet 



site; 



(c) receiving by tho comput e r in the library file, from the predetermined 



Internet site, information for defining all or part of the interface object; 

(d) causing the browser to create a new browser window; 



(e) preventing the initial browser window from being displayed by the 



browser; and 
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(f) displaying the interface object along with the Internet browser interface in 



the new browser window. 



15. A method as recited by claim 14/ further comprising the steps of: 

(g) periodically causing the/browser to establish a connection to the 
predetermined Internet site; and 

(h) receiving by th e comput e r in the library file, from the predetermined 

/ 

Internet site, additional information for definin g all or part of the interface object. 

/ 



16. A method as recited by claim 14, wherein said step fe¥d^ comprises automatically 

i 

t 

causing the browser to establish a connection to a predetermined Internet site. 



17. A method as recited by claim 14, wherein said step (e) further comprises: 
identifying a handle for the initial browser window; 

hiding and/or disabling the initial browser window; 

/ 

creating a pointer to control the browser; and 
creating a new browser window. 



18. A method as recited by claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 

determining if the browser has opened an additional new browser window; and 
if an additional new browser window has been opened, determining whether to 
add the interface object to the additional new browser window. 
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19. A method as recited by claim 14, f^^x comprising the steps of: 

determining if the browser has opened an additional new browser window; 
if no additional new browser window has been opened, determining whether to 

close the browser; and 

if the browser is to be closed, closing all browser windows, including the initial 

browser window. 



20. A method of increasing the frequency with which an Internet user accesses an 
Internet site using an Internet browser and a computer, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) causing the browser to establish a connection to the Internet site when the 
Internet user activates the browser; and 

/ 

(b) receiving, from the Internet site, and storing on the computer m a file , 
instructions for the browser to periodically re-establish a connection to the Internet site. 



2L A method as recited by claim 20, further comprising the step of causing the 

browser to re-estal^lish a connection to the Internet site at a periodic interval and in response to 

/ 



the instnictions/in the library file. 




A method as recited by claim 21, wherein the periodic interval is determined by 



the Internet site. 
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23. A method as recited by claim 22, wherein the periodic interval is determined by 
the Internet site and dependent upon Internet usey traffic experienced by the Internet site. 



24. A method as recited by claim 20, wherein said step (a) further comprises 
automatically causing the browser to establisn a connection to the Internet site when the user 
activates the browser, independent of whether the browser is preprogrammed to access a 
predetermined Internet web site. 



25. A method of causing orilntomot user to access an Internet site using on Internet 
brows e r and a comput e r a liser of a Computer afld Internet browser to access a 
predetermined Internet site , said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing ylibrary file on the computer including a definition of an 
interface object and instructions for the browser; and 

/ 

(b) upon activation of the browser by the user of the computer and Internet 
use? browser, and in response'to the instructions in the library file, automatically causing the 

/ » 

browser to establish a connection to eft the predetermined Internet site. 

i 

/ 

/ 

26. A method as recited by claim 33 25, further comprising the step of receiving by 

the comput e r in the lib^dry file, from the predetermined Internet site, information for defining 

/ 

all or part of the interface obj ect. 

/ 

? 

i 

27. An Internet browser interface displayable by an Internet browser on a computer 

/ 

display and including an ActiveX control interface object that is displayed with the Internet 

t 

* 

f 
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browser interface while the browser is activated and whicly provides a link to a predetermined 
Internet site regardless of the Internet site to which the/computer is connected via the browser. 



28. An Internet browser interface as recited by claim 27, wherein said ActiveX control 
interface object causes the Internet browser to establish a connection to a the predetermined 
Internet site. 



29. An Internet browser interface as recited by claim 28 22, wherein said ActiveX 
control interface object enables the Internet user to customize the interface object. 



30. An Internet browser interface as recited by claim 28 22, wherein said ActiveX 
control interface object enables the Internet user to e xecute initiate a search at the predetermined 



Internet site. 



3 1 . An Internet browser interface displayable by an Internet browser on a computer 
display and including a Plug-in interface object that is displayed with the Internet browser 
interface while the browser is activated and which provides a link to a pre determined Internet 
site regardless of the^Internet site to which the computer is connected via the browser. 



32. An Internet browser interface as recited by claim 31, wherein said Plug-in 
interface object causes the Internet browser to establish a connection to a the predetermined 
Internet site/ 
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33. An Internet browser interface as recited by claim 31, wherein said Plug-in 
interface object enables the Internet user to customize the interface object. 



34. An Internet browser interface ap recited by claim 31, wherein said Plug-in 
interface object enables the Internet user to execute initiate a search at the predetermined Internet 
site regardless of the Internet site to which the Internet user is conne cted at the time the 
search is initiated. 



35. A method for establishing an affinity between an Internet user and a s e lect e d 
predetermined Internet web site, sai^ method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing to said the Internet user, via said sel e cted the predetermined 
Internet web site, access to a control program that permits a user customizable interface object to 
be created on an interface of a browser used by said the Internet user to traverse the Internet; 
and 

(b) causing enabling user selected functions to be accessed via said interface 
object, said functions causing said enabling the Internet user to interact with caid selected jhg 
predetermined Internet web site. 



36. A method for delivering information to an Internet user from a select e d 

/ 

predetermined Internet web site, said method comprising the steps offi 
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(a) providing to said the Internet/ User a control program that permits a user 
customizabl e an interface object to be created on an int e rfac e of and displayed bv a browser 
used by said the Internet user to traverse the Internet; 

(b) causing said interface^object to continue to exist as said be displayed by 
the browser as the Internet user traverses the Internet from one web Internet site to another 
web Internet site; 

(c) establishing a link between said s e l e ct e d w e b the predetermined Internet 

/ 

site and said interface object through which information may be provided for visual display via 
said interface object; and 

(d) causing said information to remain visible as said the Internet user 
traverses the Internet from one web Internet site to another web Internet site and after said link 
between said select e d w e b the predetermined Internet site and said interface object c e ases to 
exist is terminated . 




37. A method for delivering a software program to an Internet user from a sel e ct e d 
predetermined Internet web site, said method comprising the steps offi 

providing to said the Internet user a control program that permits a user 
customizable an interface object to be created on an int e rfac e of and displayed by a browser 

/ 

used by said the Internet user to traverse the Internet; 

(b) causing said interface object to continue to e xist as said be displayed by 
the browser as the Internet user traverses the Internet from one web Internet site to another 
web Internet site; 



51A 



(c) establishing a link between said s e l e ct e d w e b the predetermined Internet 
site and said interface object through which a sofh/are program may be provided via said 
interface object; and 

(d) causing said software program to be executable as said the Internet user 
traverses the Internet from one web Internet /site to another web Internet site and after said link 

/ 

between said s e l e ct e d the predetermined Internet web site and said interface object oeases to 
exist is terminated . 



38. A method for delivering information to an Internet user from a sel e cted Internet 
w e b s ite, compri s ing; 

(a) providing to said us e r, from said sel e ct e d w e b sit e , a control program that permits a us e r 
customizable interfac e obj e ct tq^ e created on an interfac e of a browser used by said us e r to 
traverse the Int e rnet; and 

(b) causing said int e rfac e obj e ct to continu e to exist as said us e r travers e s th e Int e rn e t to a w e b 
sit e diff e r e nt from said s e l e ct e d web sit e , predetermined Internet site T comprising: 

fa^ providing to the Internet user, from the predetermined Internet web 
site, a control program that permits an interface object to be created and displayed bv a 
browser used bv the^Internet user to traverse the In ternet: and 

(h"i I causing said interface object to continue to be displayed bv the 
browser as the Internet user traverses th e Internet to an Inte rnet site different from the 

/ 

predetermined Internet web site. 
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39. A method as recited bv claim 3, whereia said ActiveX control enables user- 
customization of the interface object. / 

40. A method as recited by claim 4. wherein said Plug-in enables user- 
customization of the interface object ^ 

41. A method as recited bv claim 1. wherein said interface object enables a user 

/ 

of the computer and browser to initiate a search at the predetermined Internet site 
regardless of the Internet site to which th^ user is connected at the time the search is 
initiated, ^ 

42. A method as recited bv claim 5. wherein said interface object enables the 

/ 

user of the computer and browser to initiate a search at the predetermined Internet site 
regardless of the Internet site to which the user is connected at the time the search is 



42u A method as recited bv claim 9. wherein said in terface object enables the 
user of the computer and browser to initiate a search at the predetermined Inter net site 
regardless of the Internet/ite to which the user is connected at the time the search is 
initiated. / 

44, A method as recited bv claim 14. wherein said interface o bject enables the 
user of the computer and browser to initiate a search at the predetermined Inte rnet site 
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/ 



initiated. 




regardless of the Internet site to which th e user is connected at the time the se arch is 
initiated. 



45. A method as recited bv cl aim 25. wherein said interface object enables a user 
of the computer and browser t o initiate a search at the predetermined Internet site 
regardless of the Internet site to which th e user is connected at the time t he search is 
initiated. 



46. A m ethod as recited bv claim 35. wherein said interface object enables the 
Internet user to initi ate a search at the predetermined Internet site regardless of the 
Internet site to which the Internet user is connected at the time the search is initiated. 



47. A m ethod as recited bv claim 36. wherein said control program of said step 
(a) permi ts a user customizable interface object to be created. 



48. A method as recited bv claim 36. wherein said interface object enables the 
Internet user to initiate a searcl/at the predetermined Internet site regardless of the 
Internet site to which the Internet user is connected at the time the search is initiated. 



49. A me thod as'recited bv claim 37. wherein said control program of said step 
(a\ permits a user customizable interface object to be created. 
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50, A method as recited bv cla im 37. wherein foid interface object enables the 
Internet user to initiate a search at the predetermined/Internet sit regardless of the Internet 
site to which the Internet user is connected at the timfe the search is initiated. 



SI. A method as recited bv claim 38. wherein said control program of said step 
fa) permits a user customizable interface object to be created. 



SL A method as recited bv claim 38. wherein said interface object enables the 
Internet user to initiate a search at the predetermined Internet site regardless of the 

/ 

Internet site to which the Internet user is connected at the time the search is initiated. 

/ 



53. A method of controlling an Internet br owser interface disnlavable bv an 
Internet browser on a display of a computer. Ae Internet browser enabling a user of the 
computer and Internet browser to access arid navigate the Internet and to receive and 
display on the computer display one or more web p ages from one or more Internet sites. 
including the display of a web page froift a predete rmined Internet site, the Internet 
browser having at least one Internet browser toolbar having a t least one toolbar button 
providing a predetermined functionality to the user of the computer and Interne t browser. 
said method comprising the steps of: 

fa) providing at the predetermin ed Internet site, access to a program for 
controlling the Internet brows er interface: and 

fh) making^available for downloading bv th e predetermined Internet site. 
a file for d isplayin g of a user toolbar as pa rt of the Internet browser interface. 
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54. A method as recitecTby claim S3 r wherein the user toolbar comprises an 



interface object amTis customizable bv the user to provide user-selected functionality in the 



user tooffiar. 




55. A method as recited bv claim 53. whereinf the file comprises an ActiveX 



control, 0 



56. A method as recited bv claim 53. w herein the file comprises a Plug-in. 



57. A method as recited bv claim 54C wherein the interface object IS a toolbar 



button. 



58. A method as recited bv claim 54. wherein the interface object is a search 
window that enables the user to initiate a search at the predetermined Internet site 
regardless of the Internet site to which the compute r is connected via the browser at the 
time the search is initiated. 



59. A method as recited bv claim 53- wherein the predetermined Internet site 
maintains user-specific information for a plurality of users, including the user of the 
computer and Internet browser, said method further comprising the s tep of making 
available for downloading bv th e predetermined Internet site, information specific to the 
user of the computer and Internet browse r for defining all or part of the user toolbar and 
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wherein all or cart of the display of the u ser toolbar is dependent upon the information- 
specific to the user of the computer and In ternet browser, downloaded by the 
predetermined Internet site. 



60. A method as recited bv claim S9. fi/rt her comprising; the step of making 
available for downloading bv the predetermined! In ternet site, addition al information. 

specific to the user of the computer and I nternet browser, for defining all or part of the 

« / 

user toolbar, and wherein all or part of the display of the user toolbar is dependent upon 
the downloaded information. 



61. An Internet browser interface disolavable bv an Internet browser on a 
display of a computer, the Internet browser facilitating connection between the computer 
and one or more Internet sites, including a predetermined Internet site, the Internet 
browser having at least one Internet browser toolbar having predetermined functionality 
available to a user of the computer and Internet browser, the Internet browser further 
facilitating display on the / computer display of one or more web pages from the o ne or more 
Internet sites, includ in fldisplav of web pages from the predetermined Internet site, said 
Internet browser interface including a user toolbar that is disp layed as part of the Internet 
browser interface and along with the Internet browser toolbar while the Internet browser 
is activated regardless of the Internet site to which the computer is co nnected via the 

/ 

Internet browser. 
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62. An Internet browser interface as recited bv claim 61 f wherein said 



user toolbar comprises an interface obje ct and is customizable bv the user. 




63. An Internet browser interface as recited hv claim 62. wherein said interface 
object is a toolbar button. 



64. An Internet browser interfac e as recited bv claim 62 r wherein said interface 
object is a search window that enable/ the user to initiate a search at the predetermined 
Internet site regardless of the Inter net site to which the computer is connected via the 
Internet browser at the time the search is initiated. 



65. An Internet browser interface as recited bv claim 62. wherein said interface 



object comprises an ActiveX^controL 



66. An InternetJfrrowser interface as recited bv claim 62 T wherein said interface 




object comprisesjt^ iug-in. 



67. An Internet brows er interface as recited bv claim 62. wherein the 
predetermined Internet site main tains user-specific information for a plurality of users. 
including the user of the compute r and Internet browser, wherein said interface object 

/ 

causes the Internet browser to establish a connection to the predetermined Internet site 
when the Internet browser is first activated and to receive information snecific to the user 
of the comnuter and Internet brow ser from the nredetermined Internet site, and wherein 
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all or part of said user toolbar is dependent upon the information, s pecific to the user of the 
computer and Internet browser, received from the predetermined Inte rnet site. 



68. An Internet browser interface asWite d bv claim 67. wherein said interface 
object causes the Internet browser to per iodically re-establish a connection to the 
predetermined Internet site while the Int ernet browser is activated to receive additional 
information, specific to the user of the computer and Internet browser, from the 

/ 

predetermined Internet site, and wherein al l or part of said user toolbar is dependent upon 
the received information and additional information.. 



69. A method as recited bv claim 2. wherein the predetermine d Internet site 
maintains user-specific informa tion for a plurality of users, and wherein said step (d) 

- / 

comprises downloading information specific to a user of th e browser from the 
predetermined Inte rnet site to the file. 



70, A method as recited bv claim 5. wherein the predetermin ed Internet site 
maintains user-specific information for a p lurality of users, including the user of the 
computer and browser, and wherein said step (c) c omprises downloading information 
specific to the user of the computer and bro wser from the predetermined Internet site, and 
wherein all or part of displaying the interface object of said step (d) is dependent unon the 
information Wcific to the user o f the computer and browser, downloaded from the 
predetermined Inte rnet site. 
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71. A method as recited bv claim 9. whereift the predetermined Internet site 
maintains user-specific information for a pluralitivof users, including the user of the 
computer and browser, and wherein said step (gft comprises downloading information 
specific to the user of the computer and browser from the predetermined Internet site to 
the file, and wherein all or part of displaying the interface object of said step (d) is 

/ 

dependent upon the information, specific to the user of the computer and browser r 

/ 

downloaded from the predetermined Internet site. 



72. A method as recited bv claim 14. wherein the predetermined Internet site 
maintains user-specific information for a plurality of users, including the user of the 

computer and browser, and wherein said step (c^ comprises dow nloading information 

/ 

specific to the user of the computer and browser from the predetermined Internet site to 
the file, and wherein all or part of displaying the interface object of said step (ft is 
dependen t u pon the information, specific to the user of the computer and browser, 
downloaded from the predetermined Internet site. 



73. A method as recited bv claim 26. wherein the predetermined Inte rnet site 
maintains user-specific information for a p luralit y of users, including th e user of the 
computer and browser, and wherein said step of receiving comprises downloading 
information, specific to the user of the computer and browser, from the predeter mined 

r 

Internet'site to the file. 
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74. An Internet browser interf ace as recited bv claim 28. wherein the 
predetermined Internet site maintains us er-specific information for a plurality of users. 
including information specific to a user of/the compu ter and browser T and wherein all or 
part of said interface object is dependent upon infor mation, specific to the u ser of the 
computer and browser, received from the predetermined Internet site. 



75. An Internet browser inter face as recited bv claim 32. wherein the 
predetermined Internet site maintains user-specific informatio n for a plurality of users. 
including information specific to a user of the computer and browser T and wherein all or 
part of said interfa ce object is dependent upon information, specific to the user of the 
computer and brow ser, received from the predetermined Internet site. 



76. A method as recited bv cla im 36. wherein the predetermined Internet site 

/ 

maintains user-specific infor mation for a plurality of users, including the Internet user. 
and wherein said s^ tep (c) comprises downloading information specific to the Internet user 
from the predeterm ined Internet site and wherein all or part of displaying the interface 
object is dependent upon the information, specific to the Internet user, downloaded from 
the predetermined Internet site. 



77. A system for controlling an Internet browser interface disnlavable by an 
Internet browser on a display of a computer, said system comprising: 
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a server, said server including a nropram accessibl e over the Internet by a 
user of the computer for controlling the I nternet browser interface: and 

a file downloadable hv said server to the comnnter for controlling the 
Internet browser interface! 



78. A system as recited bv claim 77. wherein said do wnloadable file causes a user 
toolbar to be displaye d on the di snlav of the comnnter as nart of the Internet browser 

« 

interface. 



79. A system as recited bv claim 78. whe rein said downloadable file causes an 
interface object to be displayed as part of/aid user toolbar. 



80. A system as rec ited bv claim 79. wherein said interface object enables a user 
of the computer to customize the user toolbar and comprises an ActiveX control. 



81. A system as recited/bv clai m 79. wherein said interface object enables a user 
of the co mputer to customize the user toolbar and comprises a Plug-in. 



82. A system as recited hv claim 79. wherein said interface object is a toolbar 



button. 



fil. A sy stem as recited by claim 79. wherein said interface object is a search 
window that enables auser of the computer and Internet browser to initiate a search at a 
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predetermined Inte rnet site regardless of ther Internet site to which the computer is 
connected via the browser at the time the/search is initiated. 



84. A system for controllin g an Internet browser disnlavable on a display of a 



computer , said system comprising: 

►Wnloadi] 



a ser ver for downloading files: and 
a f ile, downloadable by said server, said file controlling the Internet browser so that 

• / 

the Internet browser enables a user of the computer to perform functions via the Internet 
browser not available^ the user via the Internet browser prior to said filed being 
downloaded. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCI.OSITRF 

The present invention is directed to a method of dynamically controlling and displaying 

an Internet browser interface, and to a dynamically controllable Internet browser interface. In 

accordance with the present invention, a browser interface may be customized using a controlling 

software program that may be provided by an Internet content provider, an ISP, or that may 

reside on an Internet user's computer. The controlling software program enables the Internet 

user, the content provider, or the ISP to customize and control the information and/or 

« 

functionality of a user's browser and browser interface. 
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